AN  EXERCISE  IN  DIPLOMACY

promised nothing to us, being a King in possession, but that
whereunto the party is already entitled, and instanced their
answer to the whole question.

They said first, that for a 100,000 crowns in dote, they would
give her a dower of 5,000 crowns by year, which is the 20th part,
and that she should have the fourth part of his goods.

It was demanded by us what they would promise that fourth
part of goods should amount unto: whereunto they said they
could make no answer.

Then was it told them that their offer of the 20th part
seemed rather a mock than any thing else; for we said we
could bestow her here in our own realm to more than i,oool. or
2,000 marks by year for a quarter of the money, where this
whole sum of 100,000 crowns would purchase as much land as
they offered in dowry for term of life; alleging that the dote and
the dower must agree and concur by all laws, civil and others,
as by a common usage in all realms in an equality of propor-
tion; and that commonly where the dote is but 20,000 crowns,
the dower is 5,000, which is the fourth part, and surely in this
part we took it not a little to heart, that they should seem to
set so little by our daughter as to offer her so exile and tenuous
a living that she might rather think herself married to misery,
than advanced according to her estate and degree, having both
such a sum of money in dote, and such a possibility depending
over her.    But forasmuch as they seemed to think the dote too
little, to the intent our good will to have joined with them
might the better appear, we told them that if the Emperor
would prefer him to Milan whereof once they made half an
overture, or to any other convenient honour, or assure unto him
and her and their posterity, as much yearly rent as the late
Duke of Richmond our only bastard son had of our gift within
this our realm, and appoint her thereof a convenient dowry, we
would augment the dote, and give her proportion after the rate
that was given with our sister Mary the late Queen of France.

They answered plainly that they could neither speak of any
such preferment to be given unto him, ne yet could they tell us
what inheritance he hath already, ne yet what inheritance
should descend to their children; but still they stack firmly that